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Internationally Acclaimed Odissi Dancers of India 
Present World Premier at CMA 

CLEVELAND — The VIVA! Festival of Performing Arts at the Cleveland Museum of Art (CMA) 
continues with the IMrityagram Dance Ensemble of India Friday, Mar, 8, at 7:30 p.m, A 1996 review by 
New York Times dance critic Jennifer Dunning described their performance as "one of the most luminous 
dance events of the year." Exquisitely trained in the Odissi style of dancing — considered one of the 
oldest dance forms in the world — and accompanied by live music, the group will perform the world 
premier of Sri: In Search of the Goddess. Featuring six female dancers, the piece is a contemporary 
exploration of femininity based on a 2,500-year-old epic poem from India. The concert will take place in 
Gartner Auditorium. A limited number of tickets is available for this event at $27 and $23, Call 1-888- 
CMA-0033 or buy online at www.clevelandart.org . 

Sri is a Sanskrit word and refers to femininity. Choreographed by principal dancer Surupa Sen 
with music composed by Pandit Raghunath Panigrahi and Ganesh Kumaresh, this elegant, sensuous 
piece depicts a mythological heroine, Savitri, who uses spirituality and intellect to challenge the limits of 
life and death. The piece is divided into four sections — Night, Fire, Passion, and Death — and describes 
Savitri's journey from naive young girl to mature woman. 

In addition to Sen, members of Nrityagram performing at CMA will be Sweta Mishra, Ayona 
Bhaduri, Priyambada Pattnaik, Pavithra Reddy, and Bijayini Satpathy, Providing musical 
accompaniment will be Navin Jumar Mishra (sitar), Balaram Chand (violin), Srinibas Satapathy (flute), 
Kshemanidhi Pradhan {mardala or percussion), and Rajendra Kumar Swain (vocals). Lynne Fernandez is 
technical director. 

Background on Odissi Dance and Nrityagram 

Odissi dance dates from the 2nd century BC in the city of Orissa and is an expression of Hindu religion 
and literature. It follows the oldest treatise on dance, called the Bharata Natya Shastra, whose rules follow 
those of Indian sculpture: the body is held in three graceful curves, the first effected by the crossing of 
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the legs, the second by a tilt of the waist, and the third by an inclination of the head. Danced mostly by 
women, this dance form conveys stories and imitates nature and men with a graceful beauty, 

The dancers appearing at CMA are graduates of a dance village called Nrityagram, a small 
compound built on 10 acres of land outside Bangalore in northeast India, Founded in 1991 by legendary 
Odissi dancer Protima Gauri Bedi. and supported by Indian corporations and private individuals, the 
village is the only one of its kind. It is dedicated to preserving India's ancient dance forms. 

Students in the village of Nrityagram study a broad range of subjects, including philosophy, 
religion, poetry, martial arts, language, yoga, and meditation. In return for the free classes they receive, 
students do housework and earn money through dance recitals. 

Concerts April 19 and 21 

The next artist in the VIVA! series is Marcel Khalife, considered one of the Arab world's finest 
musicians. The Los Angeles Times has described Khalife's music as "endlessly fascinating." He will 
perform music of Lebanon Friday, Apr. 19, at 7:30 p.m. 

Emil Zrihan, head cantor at the synagogue in Ashkeloh, Israel, will present Jewish music of 
Morocco Sunday, Apr. 21, at 7:30 p.m. The Chicago Tribune has described him as a "stunning 
countertenor." 

Both concerts will take place in Gartner Auditorium. Tickets to each performance are $27 and 
$23. 
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Promotional support for VIVA! is provided by The Wave 107.3 and Cleveland Magazine. 
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